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Dr Philip Griffin passed away amongst family at the Laurel Hospice, Flinders Medical Centre on 27 May 
2025, age 66. He will be much missed.  

Dr Griffin received his FRACS in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery in 1992 and by 1997 became Head of 
Unit for Flinders Medical Centre Plastic Surgery, where he served in that role for 17 years.  His tireless 
dedication to patient care and to training registrars, RMOs and junior staff as well as medical students was 
exceptional.  His contribution to hand surgery in South Australia is incomparable. Without fail he gave his 
regular Thursday morning hand surgery teaching sessions, which have benefited nearly every current plastic 
surgeon in South Australia and many beside. His commitment at Flinders Medical Centre well exceeded the 
hours he was paid to be there. His default, whenever there were any consultant roster problems, was to 
put himself on call and he would unfailingly come to the aid of any colleague who asked.  He contributed to 
the Medical Advisory Committee at Flinders and set a culture of excellence and respect that permeated the 
whole hospital. 

He was a surgeon of peerless technical excellence and chose to specialise in hand surgery. Dr Griffin’s 
teaching initiatives also extended to courses in microsurgery and flap reconstruction, which he ran in his 
own time, pro bono and which attracted attendees from all over Australia, as no other similar courses 
existed. 

  



His generosity to his colleagues and juniors was truly exceptional and his modesty and integrity impeccable.  
He contributed nationally to the Australian Hand Surgery Society and the Australian Society of Plastic 
Surgeons as well as Internationally through Hand surgery and Interplast trips to Bhutan. 

The Unit at Flinders Medical Centre was devastated at Phil’s cancer diagnosis in 2020 which so abruptly cut 
short his career. 

His love of classical music and contribution to the community through playing the viola was another key 
part of who Phil was. 

He is an indelible part of the fabric of the Plastic Surgery Unit at Flinders Medical Centre and was a dear 
friend and colleague. Vale Philip Griffin. 

Nicola Dean 


