
 

 

 

In Memoriam 

John Vandervord 
(1942–2025) 

 

Dr John Vandervord was born on the 24th of April, 1942, and was educated in Sydney. He was a student of 
University of Sydney at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, where he gained his Bachelor of Medicine, Bachelor of 
Surgery in 1965, and then did his Residency at Royal North Shore Hospital. 

He was appointed a Surgical Registrar in January 1969 and the following year he was appointed as the 
Professorial Surgical Registrar under the guidance of Professor Tom Reeve and Professor Graham 
Copeland between January 1970 - December 1972. He took the Fellowship of the Royal Australian College 
of Surgeons in 1972. 

He joined the Australian Surgical Team at Bien Hoa in South Vietnam between January 1973 – October 
1973. Following this, he travelled to France, and became a Senior Registrar in Surgery with Professor 
Lagache between June 1974 - December 1975. He joined Professor Charlie Proye at the Endocrine Unit in 
Lille Regional Hospital in France. He then commence Plastic Surgical Training under Professor Francoise 
Vandenbusssche between October 1976 - December 1976 at the Lille Regional Hospital in France. During 
his stay he took the Diploma of Medicine and (by exam) at the University of Lille. 

Subsequently, he went to England where he was employed at St Andrew's Hospital in Essex until March 
1978. He became a Registrar at Canniesburn Hospital in Glasgow from March 1978 - December 1978, and 
then became the Senior Registrar between January 1979 - January 1981. He was appointed as a Consultant 
at Canniesburn Hospital between 1981 - 1982. 



He returned to Australia, where he worked at Royal North Shore Hospital as a Visiting Medical Officer. He 
was also a Visiting Medical Officer at the Children's Hospital which was then located at Camperdown, and 
subsequently transferred to the Children's Hospital at Westmead. He was also a Visiting Medical Officer at 
the Mater Hospital in Crows Nest and North Shore Private Hospital in St Leonards. He often provided 
Reconstructive services for Head and Neck Reconstruction in other hospitals around Sydney. 

John remained very busy at both Royal North Shore Hospital and the Children's Hospital at Westmead. He 
was Awarded numerous Commendations, from the Academy of Surgical Educators; he was Head of the 
Unit from 2014 - 2018, when Royal North Shore Hospital was Awarded the best Teaching Unit in NSW. 
He received a Time in Service award from Royal North Shore Hospital, and a Certificate of Appreciation 
for his dedication to the Children and Families of the Children's Hospital Camperdown and Westmead. As 
well as being commended by the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons, he was awarded Member Etranger 
Academie Nationale de Chirugerie awarded in 2006. 

He was involved in more than 20 Interplast trips, which he mainly undertook with his good friend Harold 
McComb from Perth, serving patients in the South Pacific, New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Indonesia, 
Mauriitius, Laos, Vanuatu, Sumatra, Sri Lanka and Tahiti. 

He established a multi disciplinary Orthognathic Surgery Unit at Royal North Shore Hospital, and was 
involved in establishing the Craniofacial Unit at the Children's Hospital. He initiated a Spinal Plastic Service 
to look after pressure injuries and was highly committed to looking after these patients. His quest for 
innovation continued, and he trained in France with Francoise Firmin learning from her the techniques of 
Ear Reconstruction. He later established the Microtia Clinic at the Children's Hospital, Westmead. 

John was instrumental in the discussions between the Medical Staff Association and the Department of 
Health about rebuilding the new hospital campus. He, along with Tom Hugh and others were involved with 
these discussions. John was never shy about standing up for causes that he was passionate about, even if 
this upset the Administrators and the Health Department. This earned him a session over 6 weeks on 
anger management which was awarded by the Hospital Administration because of the tenacity of his 
approach. The anger management was supervised by Professor Malcolm Fisher, and was conducted at the 
Freeway Hotel. 

He continued to nurture a collaborative approach to the provision of services by our Unit. He encouraged 
Trainees, Junior Staff and Paramedical staff, to be involved in Research, Publications, and Presentations, 
which has reflected well on the productivity of the Department of Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery and 
Burns Surgery at Royal North Shore Hospital. 

We are all tremendously proud of him. John was proud that his daughter Dr Elle Vandervord, had just been 
appointed to a position as a member of the Craniofacial Unit at the Children's Hospital, Westmead. 

John's death was swift and dramatic. He had spent the morning in Lille with his first mentor Francoise 
Vandenbusssche. He collapsed and died on the platform of the railway station, in the country that he loved, 
having shared memories with his longterm French friends. He has left behind his wife Robin, his daughters 
Elle and Chloe, their spouses Tom and Stefano, and 3 delightful grandchildren, who had shared his holiday 
in France and Greece, prior to his death. We are all very saddened by his loss. 

Megan Hassall 


