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Michael Poole
December 1942 - December 2025

Michael was born on 4 December 1942 in Fairlight Hospital, Balgowlah, Sydney. He attended Manly West Primary
School and then Manly Boys High School where at one point his headmaster told him that he would probably end
up in gaol. In defiance of that prediction, he was accepted into engineering at the University of Sydney in 1961.

He transferred to medicine the following year and finished top of his anatomy class of 600, winning the anatomy
prize for one of his dissections. Even then, his peers were in no doubt about his future career path.

It was at Sydney University that he met our colleague John Vandervord, who became a lifelong friend and with
whom he would work many years later.

His yearbook entry includes the following observations:

“During the long waiting hours in the obstetric term we watched Mike smelting lead to make weights for skin
diving belts. He also gave us the inside story of other hospitals where he has worked as wardsman, window
cleaner, storeman and kitchen-man.

On cold winter evenings we watched him vainly propelling his motor scooter down the hill to start it.”

He graduated in 1966 and began work at St Vincent's Hospital as a resident, marrying Margaret Serhan the same
year.

In 1967 he worked at Waikato Hospital in Hamilton, New Zealand and in 1968 moved to Royal Hobart Hospital
in Tasmania. That year he passed his surgical fellowship (FRACS) and later obtained his FRCS.

In 1969, he returned to Sydney to work at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital before accepting an appointment in 1971
at Queen Victoria Hospital, East Grinstead, England. This hospital is known for its work with airmen injured in
World War I, and Mike became an auxiliary member of the famous Guinea Pig Club.

He in 1975 he spent six months at Roswell Park in Buffalo, New York which he said gave him a taste for head
neck surgery.
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In 1978, he took up a consultant post at the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford, where he went on to form the Oxford
Craniofacial Unit, which remains active today and is one of only four such units in the United Kingdom.

Mike remained in Oxford for 18 years and felt that Oxford was a wonderful place in which to live and work.
Several of our Australian colleagues undertook fellowships with Michael during this time.

In 1995 Mike returned to Sydney to take up a professorial appointment with University of New South Wales (St
George Hospital) and later the Children’s Hospital at Westmead, where he linked up with his former classmate
and our colleague, John Vandervord.

At this time Mike and Megan Hassal became partners, a relationship that continued for the next 30 years.

Over his career, he published more than 50 papers and continued to support a number of research fellows until
his retirement. For some years, he also served as an examiner for the Royal Australian College of Surgeons.

Outside of medicine, Mike was an accomplished sailor, making many trips around the south of England and
France, an interest which continued after his return to Australia. He retired in 2010 and continued to sail with
our colleague John Vandervord. He also took up acrylic painting, mainly landscapes. He travelled widely and
honed his considerable culinary skills as he moved into retirement.

Mike enjoyed company but, in keeping with his modest persona, he would tend to sit back and observe and listen
before offering a final, general dry commentary on the preceding conversation.

Mike had three children Kingsley, Sean and Christina, but tragically Sean died at age 17. His grandchildren both in
Australia and in the UK were a source of great joy to him.

His health began to deteriorate, particularly after 2024, with progressive mobility difficulty and worsening cardiac
failure. Mike passed away at home on |2 December 2025, with Megan and his daughter Chrissy by his side.

A wonderful friend, colleague, and mentor, Michael was a modest giant in our specialty and will be greatly missed.

Adrian Knox
January 2026



