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Richard Anthony (Tony) Rieger, a pioneering plastic surgeon and esteemed member of the Australian 
medical community, passed away in February 2026 at the age of 94. 

Born in October 1931, Tony was the son of eminent surgeon Sir Clarence Rieger, and from an early age, 
he was drawn to the medical profession. After completing his general surgery training in Adelaide, Tony 
furthered his education in the United Kingdom, where he trained at the renowned Cannisburn Unit during 
a golden era of plastic surgery. Under the guidance of Tom Gibson, Jack Mustarde, and Ian McGregor, Tony 
developed and published his now widely recognized technique, the "Rieger Flap," for nasal tip repair. This 
contribution remains an essential reference in plastic surgery today. 

Upon returning to Adelaide in 1963, Tony established his practice as one of the city’s first plastic surgeons. 
He was soon joined by Don Robinson, and together they formed the foundation of Adelaide's plastic 
surgery community. Tony’s surgical expertise spanned a wide range of specialties, including pediatric 
surgery, cleft lip and palate repair, craniofacial surgery, hand surgery, burns, head and neck surgery, and 
cosmetic procedures. As the first and sole plastic surgeon at the newly established Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital, he remained on call for several major hospitals, including the Adelaide Children’s Hospital, the 
Repatriation General Hospital, and the Royal Adelaide Hospital. 



Tony’s surgical approach was distinctive for its precision and artistry. He was known for his ability to 
perform complex procedures with minimal preparation, often operating ambidextrously and achieving 
remarkable results. His outpatients’ clinics were noted for their focus on education, where he worked 
closely with registrars and residents, imparting valuable skills and knowledge that have shaped the careers 
of many plastic surgeons. 

Tony was deeply involved in the professional community, holding significant roles in various organizations. 
He was a founding member of the Australian Hand Club, a former President of the Australian Society of 
Plastic Surgeons, and a long-serving member of the Board of Plastic Surgery. His contributions to the Royal 
Australasian College of Surgeons included serving as Chairman of the Board of Plastic Surgery and Senior 
Examiner in Plastic Surgery. He also played an instrumental role in the Interplast program, providing 
surgical expertise in developing countries. In 2014 Tony was awarded the prestigious ASPS Medal for 
outstanding service to the Australian Society of Plastic Surgeons. 

In addition to his medical career, Tony was a skilled artist and avid collector of shells, with a particular 
interest in vintage cars. He pursued art later in life, holding exhibitions and furthering his studies in 
Florence. His restoration of vintage cars was another testament to his craftsmanship and attention to detail. 

Tony’s legacy extends far beyond his contributions to plastic surgery. He leaves behind a lasting impact on 
his colleagues, students, and patients. His knowledge, skill, and dedication to the field have influenced the 
development of modern plastic surgery in Australia. 

Tony’s passing marks the end of a remarkable career, but his influence will continue to be felt by those who 
had the privilege of working with him. 

 


